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KERALA FLOODS: 
WHOLE WORLD MUST 
WAKE UP TO THE 
DISASTER
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In this hour of dire necessity, we all unconditionally stand 
with the impacted people of Kerala and do whatever little 
we can to extend relief.

May be it's a little early, But once the initial emergency of 
rescue and humanitarian relief is over,  and the rehabilita-
tion /restoration phase sets in, 

the Kerala government and its people, civil society, 
academia, democratic institutions.......

All must seriously and deeply  consider why the State 
faced such a devastation.  The drivers are more than the 
heavy rains alone, though in this age of climate change, we 
should be prepared for more. 

Reckless heavy constructions on hill slopes, removal of 
protective vegetative cover on slopes, activities allowing 
loosening of soil and water entry on slopes, blocking 

drainage channels for rain water, constructions where we 
must not do......... All these contributed in magnifying the 
disaster.  I have seen the same in Uttarakhand, in multiple 
assessment and relief/ rehab related visits, and also in 
West Bengal & Bangladesh.

And in the frenzy of rehabilitational reconstruction, there 
is a possibility that these violations of nature's limits will 
be repeated. That will be a sad thing, and invitation to 
more disasters in the coming years, as climate change 
increases the frequency of extreme climatic events.

Hope that the remarkable capabilities shown by Keralites, 
including the state govt, will ensure that wisdom prevails 
over cheap populism, and long term security of the people 
& society is not sacrificed at the altar of 'immediate 
needs'. – Soumya.

Online weekly newsletter from CMI (ML) Red Star

It is a good decision to convene the Kerala assembly to 
decide the reconstruction of Kerala after the Maha Pralay-
am. But from the hitherto experience the present state 
assembly members, the LDF, UDF, BJP members will try 
to reconstruct Kerala in to the pre-15th August 
condition. It will only make Kerala more susceptible to 
future deluges.

CPI(ML) Red Star appeals to all struggling left, democratic 
forces, scientists, environmentalists, organizations of the 
oppressed sections and classes to come together and 

Kerala: what Should be the Orientation of Reconstruction?
draft an ecologically sustainable reconstruction plan. 
Based on such a draft we can create public opinion, 
approach the MLAs and campaign before the assembly 
when it meets on 30th August. The marvelous unity 
shown by people in the relief work should be shown again 
in jointly drafting a people oriented and sustainable recon-
struction program and struggling for its implementation. 
We appeal to all progressive forces to get united on this 
vital question. My contact no 95829, com PJ Jame's no 
9447153507 

Kerala: Re-evaluation Needed



Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, parts of Karnata-
ka, Tamilnadu al and many other areas, especially almost 
all of Kerala is facing acute problems due to unprecedent-
ed rains, floods and natural calamities. Hundreds have 
already died and tens of thousands of families are shifted 
to relief camps. These are mostly the consequences of 
climate change following ecological destruction. While 
long term solution needs serious stock taking and rectifica-
tion, urgently our party comrades and friends should 
extend all assistance to affected people including actively 
participating in the ongoing relief efforts 

Though prime minister Narenddra Modi is in the flood 

devastated Kerala from 17th August evening and he has 
received reports from the state government, the latest 
news till now is that he has offered just Rs 500 crores only 
as immediate relief. What the people of Kerala demand is 
the urgent declaration of the flood havoc in the state as a 
national calamity and urgent relief of Rs 2000 crores as 
the state government has asked for. We appeal to all to 
demand these and all other assistances from the central 
government. Meanwhile more active people's participa-
tion should be ensured in the relief work without waiting 
for orders from top  

CPI (ML) Red Star

Modi Government Should Declare Flood Havoc in Kerala as a Na-
tional Calamity;  Extend All Help to Flood Affected Areas.
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Having completed demarcation of Ecologically Sensitive 
Areas (ESA) for the conservation of the Western Ghats, 
Kerala is in turmoil with vested interests having the upper 
hand among the ruling and opposition circles.

The High Level Working Group headed by K Kasturiran-
gan had earmarked 13,108 sq km in 123 villages as ESA in 
Kerala. Following widespread protests – orchestrated by 
political parties with vested interests – in the high-range 
districts, the state government convinced the Union 
Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) to exclude 
3,117 sq km of settlements and agricultural land from the 
ESA. Following directions from the Ministry to fine tune 
the ESA maps prepared by the Kerala State Biodiversity 
Board (KSBB), the government ordered another round of 
field verification. Four villages in Kottayam district were 
taken off the ESA list. The Save Western Ghats move-
ment feels that the decision to earmark only protected 
forests as ESA would be disastrous for the Western 
Ghats. It signals the beginning of the end for this fragile 
ecosystem threatened by encroachments, illegal quarrying 
and unauthorised constructions.

Under impact of opportunist political trends, environmen-
tal issues have fallen off the political agenda. The stiff 
resistance to the recommendations of the Madhav Gadgil 
Committee and the Kasturirangan Committee show that 
both the ruling and opposition parties have capitulated to 

Kerala: Conservation under Attack in the Western Ghats

vested interests for short-term gains. The decision to 
exclude settlements and agricultural land from ESA was 
taken to assuage the feelings of the farmers who 
perceived a threat to their land and livelihood, probably 
because of a misinformation campaign by vested interests. 
But even this compromise was used by vested interests to 
vitiate the atmosphere. Things took a turn for the worse 
after Congress-led UDF and CPI(M) like political parties 
started exploiting the volatile situation to their benefit.

The government’s decision to earmark only protected 
forests as ESA is short-sighted and will prove to be costly 
for the state. Vested interests had used farmers as a cover 
to whip up feelings against the recommendations of the 
committee and create a fear psychosis in the high ranges. 
The protests were organised and not spontaneous and 
political parties including the Congress and the CPI(M) 
used the vitiated atmosphere to enhance their appeal and 
create vote banks, while the BJP government at the 
Centre merely paid lip service to conservation of the 
Western Ghats. The Save Western Ghats movement is 
mobilising public opinion for conservation – an uphill task. 
Kerala crisis arose due to destruction of ecologically-sensi-
tive zones in Western Ghats

(http://www.ecoti.in/SJmSXY via The Economic Times 
App(Download Now):http://ecoti.in/etapps)



Kerala has seen the worst and devastating flood in it’s past 
100 years. All the 14 districts have been affected by the 
heavy rain, flood and land slide. 3,14,391 people are living 
in 2094 relief camps. The people of Kerala are trying hard 
to survive and help and rescue as many as they can with 
the rescue mission teams and it’s high time the central 
government declare it as a national disaster. Kerala is 
paying high price for it’s so called political affiliation. The 
national media refuse to cover the gravity of the flood and 
the results of the calamity. Moaning Vajpayee gets much 
importance than the normal people of this country.

The second spell of the south west monsoon hit the state 
on 8th August and continuing till now. The things got 
worse when the dam shutters, including those of Mullap-
periyar had to be opened when it reached the critical 
point. Places like Ranni, Aranmula, Kozhenchery, Chalak-
kudy, Varappuzha, Angamaly, North Paravoor, Chengan-
noor, Jagathy etc have already been submerged in the 
flood and Chengannur still needs immediate attention 
since a lot of people are stuck in the buildings isolated by 

the water. Casualties have been reported from Kondotty 
due to landslide two days back. North Kerala and Idukki 
district are also affected by major landslides. Kasaragode 
is the least affected among the 14 districts.

With rain continuing, the navy and the helicopter rescue 
mission team are still rescuing people from isolated areas. 
People are being located with the google map location 
service which is in co-ordination with the state govern-
ment’s rescue mission. Due to the power cut followed by 
the heavy rain and unexpected water level rising some 
don’t have the access to phones to update locations but 
they’re also being tracked with the last available locations.

Kerala is trying hard to survive with all possible measures, 
it needs our help though. As funds, fresh food, clothes, 
bed sheets, sanitary napkins and in possible way, we ought 
to help the state and it’s people in their attempt to not to 
sink but survive. People in the camps and in isolated places 
face shortage of Drinking Water, Food, Clothes, 
Bedsheets, Sanitary Napkins etc and some of them need 
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KERALA FLOODS: WHOLE WORLD MUST 
WAKE UP TO THE DISASTER  by Shini J K 
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medical attention despite the hardest attempt of the State 
government, it’s rescue mission team and the people of 
Kerala to get things under control. Kerala Government 
and different organisations and independent individuals 
have already been rising the funds to provide maximum 
support to the people of Kerala. We also need to worry 
about the epidemic diseases that is going to follow this.

The supreme court already marked the situation as grave 
though there was no sign from the centre to show that 
Kerala and it’s lives do matter. The state governments of 
Punjab and Telangana announced substantial financial 
support for Kerala. But we are afraid it might not be 
enough for the damage control and disaster management.

The strategic approach of national media to not to cover 
the Kerala flood is “the high price that Kerala paid for it’s 
defiance” as the Supreme Court Lawyer Rebecca 
Mammen John stated. Kerala got 100 crores from the 
Central Government when Ardh Kumbh Mela, a hindu 
religious festival got 1200 crores as funds.

The National Media that dedicated their primetimes for 
Vajpayee in an attempt to Glorify him and thus the right 
wing, just forgot over 35 million people of the country. 
The Cetre is still hesitant to declare the 2018 flood as 

national disaster and for sure waiting for the PM Modi to 
complete his visit in the flood affected area

We are yet to come to a point to move things to the 
direction to release water from the Mullapperiyaar to 
Tamilnadu without it affecting the lives of the people of 
Tamilnadu. The Kerala Government has taken initiatives 
to counter the fake news. The state media has shown 
better responsibility in saving the life of people and in 
updating the situations from different parts of the state 
with incomparable bravery.

It’s high time we all spread the word maximum, get 
maximum support to Kerala and it’s people from within 
and outside India, build pressure to push the Cetre to 
declare it as national disaster and thus make sure we value 
the lives of our own people.

Let’s all together stand with Kerala

We Shall Overcome!

You can donate to the Chief Minister’s relief fund via 
https://donation.cmdrf.kerala.gov.in AND http://keralares-
cue.in. All the donations are tax exempted and are under 
the purview of state legislatrue and is audited.

(Shini J.K is a film maker)

For the last two days the ruling establishment, the opposition and the corporate media are celebrating the death 
of Bajpayee as a national loss! It is quite natural that he is glorified as a great statesman by them. Congress and 
other ruling class parties in the opposition are joining in this mourning.  Yes, without any doubt he was one of the 
ruling class leaders who led the ruling system in an ultra rightist path, while pushing forward the saffronization of 
the society. He should be evaluated as a guiding light of the Brahminical Hindurashtra dynasty sought to be 
established by the RSS, who intensified the neoliberal raj and further impoverished the masses. In spite of the 
chattering by the corporate media neither he could take any significant step towards basically improving the 
relations with the neighbouring countries also. He was a comprador political leader who ensured continuation of 
India as a neo-colonially dependent country in more reactionary ways.

AB Vajpayee’s Death

. “For a Europe of peace, prosperity and freedom!” With 
nice-sounding phrases like this, those in power endeavor 
to conceal the imperialist essence of the European Union. 
The controversy regarding the EU has worldwide impor-
tance today: for in view of the justified criticism of US 
president Trump and of US-imperialism as main warmon-
ger and enemy of all peoples, many people all over the 
world regard the EU as “still more human” than as of the 
same essence as imperialism. That is why spreading the 
truth about the EU is a worldwide important task of 
ICOR. The EU has long been politically and militarily 
co-responsible for refugee flows from many countries, like 
Afghanistan and Syria. Today the reality is: several govern-
ments of imperialist EU countries are currently going 
through government and political crises, in particular 
Germany, at the moment Britain, and Italy and Spain as 
well. The EU is caught up in a deepened crisis involving a 

ICOR Resolution concerning the EU’s further development 
to the right in refugee and migration policy

marked development to the right by the governments!  At 
the Brussels Summit on 27/28 June the imperialist EU 
countries have agreed on an ultra-reactionary, racist 
tightening of refugee policy. It amounts in effect to a 
termination of the right of asylum. Even before that the 
Mediterranean had become a mass grave for thousands of 
refugees. At the recent meeting the heads of government 
agreed on closed-off internment camps, preferably in 
North Africa. In Libya, at the behest of the EU such camps 
already have been created, where trafficking in human 
beings, maltreatment and rape are the order of the day. 
The FRONTEX border guard force is to be expanded to a 
force of 10,000. The military arming of reactionary govern-
ments in Niger and Chad has the purpose to intercept 
refugees long before they reach the Mediterranean coast. 
Many perish in the desert. This inhuman policy is accompa-
nied by racist agitation of ultra-right-wing, proto-fascist 
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parties against refugees. They divert attention from those 
who cause the streams of refugees: the imperialist world 
system, the international corporations, which plunder the 
raw materials and labor of Africa or are chiefly responsible 
for the development of the global environmental catastro-
phe.

The ICOR defends the right to flee. At the same time, the 
ICOR advocates that the masses of the people fight for 
their liberation from capitalism in their countries. Thus the 
construction of a health center in Kobanê/Rojava/North 
Syria on the basis of the Solidarity Pact between ICOR and 
local self-government bodies has enabled the return of 
many refugees.

However, this entire reactionary rightward development 
is confronted by many protests, strikes, demonstrations 
and practical refugee aid of the masses in all of Europe on 
the basis of a growing internationalist consciousness. In 
Hungary the masses struggle against Orban’s manipulated 
election victory; in Germany against the introduction of 
proto-fascist police laws; or in Austria and France against 
the dismantling of social rights and labor rights! Owing to 
the people’s loss of confidence in them European govern-
ments get into increasingly deeper political crises. 

The development to the right is the governments’ answer 
to the rapid intensification of the imperialist world 
system’s crisis-proneness and the shifts in the balance of 
forces in the worldwide imperialist rivalry. These result in 
a general increase to imperialist preparation for war. This 
policy is accompanied by chauvinist propaganda, fascistiza-
tion of the state apparatuses and a massive dismantling of 
bourgeois-democratic rights and freedoms. This develop-
ment is most advanced in Turkey with the establishment of 
fascism. 

Those in power know: it will become dangerous for them 
when the working class and the other sections of the 
masses fight under the leadership of revolutionaries to 
overthrow imperialism. Accordingly, the anti-communist 
spearhead of their attacks is directed against revolutionar-
ies. The building of revolutionary parties in all countries 
and their joining together in the ICOR is the most impor-
tant conclusion. 

The time is ripe for the building of a broad anti-fascist, 
anti-imperialist united front in all countries!

Stop the rightward development of more and more 
governments! 

Rebellion against the imperialist EU is justified! 

Strengthen the building of revolutionary parties, strength-
en the ICOR!

Signatories (as of 25 July, 2018. Up-to-date list of signato-
ries on www.icor.info):

1. RCP   Revolutionary Communist Party of Egypt

2. ORC   Organisation Révolutionnaire du Congo 
(Revolutionary Organization of Congo), Democratic 
Republic of the Congo

3. UPC-Manidem   Union des Populations du Cameroun - 
Manifeste National pour l’Instauration de la Démocratie 

(Union of Populations of Cameroon - National Manifesto 
for the Establishment of Democracy), Cameroon

4. MMLPL   Moroccan Marxist-Leninist Proletarian Line

5. CPSA (ML)   Communist Party of South Africa 
(Marxist-Leninist)

6. PPDS   Parti Patriotique Démocratique Socialiste 
(Patriotic Democratic Socialist Party), Tunisia

7. MLOA   Marxist-Leninist Organization of Afghanistan

8. CPB   Communist Party of Bangladesh

9. CPI (ML) Red Star   Communist Party of India 
(Marxist-Leninist) Red Star

10. NCP (Mashal)   Nepal Communist Party (Mashal)

11. NDMLP   New-Democratic Marxist-Leninist Party, Sri 
Lanka

12. Krasnyj Klin   Gruppa Kommunistov-Revoljucionerov 
„Krasnyj Klin“ (Group of Communist Revolutionaries 
“Krasnyj Klin” [Red Wedge]), Belarus

13. PR-ByH   Partija Rada - ByH (Party of Labor - Bosnia 
and Herzegovina), Bosnia and Herzegovina

14. KSC-CSSP   Komunisticka Strana Cheskoslovenska – 
Cheskoslovenska Strana Prace (Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia – Czechoslovakian Workers Party), 
Czech Republic

15. MLPD   Marxistisch-Leninistische Partei Deutschlands 
(Marxist-Leninist Party of Germany)

16. MIKSZ   Magyar Ifjúság Közösségi Szervezete 
(Organisation of Hungarian Youth Community), Hungary

17. KOL   Kommunistische Organisation Luxemburg 
(Communist Organization of Luxemburg)

18. RM   Rode Morgen (Red Dawn), Netherlands

19. MLP   Marksistsko-Leninskaja Platforma 
(Marxist-Leninist Platform), Russia

20. TIKB   Türkiye İhtilalci Komünistler Birliği (Union of 
Revolutionary Communists of Turkey)

21. MLKP   Marksist Leninist Komünist Parti Türkiye / 
Kürdistan (Marxist Leninist Communist Party Turkey / 
Kurdistan)

22. KSRD   Koordinazionnyj Sowjet Rabotschewo 
Dvizhenija (Coordination Council of the Workers Class 
Movement), Ukraine

23. PR   Partija Rada (Party of Labor), Yugoslavia (ex)

24. PC (ML)   Partido Comunista (Marxista Leninista) 
(Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist)), Dominican 
Republic

25. PC/ML   Partido Comunista (Marxista-Leninista) de 
Panamá (Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) of Panama)

26. PCP (independiente)   Partido Comunista Paraguayo 
(independiente) (Paraguayan  Communist Party 
(independent))

27. PPP   Partido Proletario del Perú (Proletarian Party of 
Peru)
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IN MEMORY 
OF BINA MAA
Ravi Palur
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Our beloved seniormost Com Bina Adhikari, aged 97 years (Kolkata Malayalees lovingly call her "Maa") is no more. She was a 
rare selfless Commnist Party Worker.  She was a CPIM member to her last breathe.  She had participated in numerous 
struggles including the renowned "Khadhyo Andolan" (Movement for Food).  She was a living treasure of history of many 
heroic movements.  Her house was a Secret Shelter for many a leading Communist Party members when it was banned.  Many 
CPI, CPIM and CPIML leaders were personally known to her.  She used to warmly welcome whoever comes to her hut at 36 
A Mahanirvan Road, South Kolkata. From Deshabhimani Study Circle to Purogamana Kala Sahithya Sanghom Kolkata workers 
it was a center of their activities. She was "Maa" ((Mother) for many a Malayalees who used to visit her place of residence.  
Many  Malayalee CPIM and CPIML leaders including CPIML Red Star General Secretary Com KN Ramachandran and Com 
Keluettan had warm conversation with her during their visit to Kolkata.  Many malayalee Writers, Artists, Journalists including 
Com MN Vijayan, Kadammanitta, Kureepuzha Sreekumar, P Govinda Pillai......... had conversation with her. The renowned 
Keralite Bengali Journalist Vikraman Nair (Nairda) was a regular visitor to her till he was in Kolkata.  Nairda's intimate friend 
Adoor K Narayanan, a handicraft Artist, ex employee of Air India used to stay in her house as a tenant who was like a son for 
her through which many malayalees came into touch with her.  Renowned Kathakali Exponents Prof Kalamandalam Guru 
Govindan Kutty and Kalamandalam Venkit were well known to her and frequent visitors.  A long list of  Numerous people 
from different walks of life were known to her closely.  She had visited thrice Kerala and visited many a places including the 
house of the legendary Communist Party Leader Com EMS Namboodirippad at Elamkulam which she used to fondly remem-
ber and share the warm memories to anyone who visits her.

It was a great loss that nobody could record her memories about the great struggles of toiling masses for about eight decades 
in West Bengal which would have been a great memoir. Com Bina Adhikari, for some Binadi, for some Kaakkima was member 
of AIDWA Kolkata District Council,  CPIM Rashbehari East Local Committee, Nagarik Sanmelan, Kolkata Basti Federation 
etc. The Kolkata Correspondent of Leading Malayalam daily Mathrubhoomi Mr V S Sanoj had published an article about her in 
its online edition.

For me and my entire family and friends it is a great and irreparable personal loss.

Yes. I have lost my Mother.  Sorry, I am not there in Kolkata.  It is a sad part of story that I am far away physically from her.  
But for all purpose I am beside you. 

Red Salute to the departed comrade
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Great Victory for the Bhangar Peoples Movement. 
West Bengal Government announced the Power Grid 
Project is cancelled as per demand by Bhangar Peoples 
Movement (Committee for the protection of Land, 
Livelihood and the Environment). All the cases charged 
against leaders and activist of the movement will be 
withdrawn. The agreement was signed at the meeting 

West bengal government announced the power grid project is 
cancelled as per demand by bhangar peoples movement : 
GREAT VICTORY FOR THE BHANGAR PEOPLES MOVEMENT.

by Govt official and Bhangar Movement leaders. Bhang-
ar Struggling masses are celebrating their victory. This 
victory of the people will inspire all the struggling and 
oppressed masses all over the nation to move ahead 
against mass struggle against neoliberal corporate 
anti-people development.

Third District Conference of CPI (ML) Red Star (Raipur 
District, Chhattisgarh) successfully held

Raipur 14.08.2018 :- The Third District Conference of 
Communist Party of India (Marxist Leninist) Red Star of 
Raipur District (in Chhattisgarh) was successfully held on 
12 August 2018 at Shaheed Bhagat Singh Hall, Abhanpur, 
Raipur. The Conference began with hoisting the flag and 
remembering the martyrs. Comrade Bhojlal Netam was 
chosen as the president for the Conferenc. Presenting the 
Statement of the Central Committee on the significance 
of the 11th Party Congresss, comrade Saura Yadav, State 
Secreatr, said that the Raipur District Conference of the 
party is being held at a critical juncture when the BJP led 
ultra rightist and communal fascist NDA government is in 
power in the state and centre. The BJP government is 

Third District Conference of CPI (ML) Red Star 
(Raipur District, Chhattisgarh)
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forcibly imposing corporate rule and anti-people neoliber-
al policies on the common masses in frenzy and is making 
the lives of people hellish. In the present condition a 
violent campaign and struggle should be waged against the 
saffron fascism and corporate raj of the reactionary BJP, 
by joining hands with the democratic forces.  The district 
political organizational report was presented by Comrade 
Hitendra Palit, which was  adopted after serious discus-
sion. A total of 17 resolutions were passed in the confer-
ence, among which the major resolutions are – against the 
loot of land, water and jungles, against the increasing 
oppression on dalits, adivasis and minorities, against 
crushing of constitutional rights, against corporate 
communal fascism, against labour laws against workers, 

against increasing state terror, against increasing suppres-
sion on women and girls etc.

After presentation of resolutions, delegates were elected 
for the forthcoming state conference on 10-11 October 
2018. A 9 member district committee was formed in the 
district conference. Comrade Ganpat was unanimously 
elected as the district secretary by the new committee. It 
was followed by the speech of newly elected district 
secretary, lowering the party flag and singing of the 
international song. The district conference successfully 
concluded with the pledge of make the state conference 
and 11th Party Congress successful.

August 15, 1947 was a historical day in the eventful 
history of India. India got independence after a long and 
heroic struggle against the British colonial masters. India’s 
independence was also a milestone in the ongoing anti-im-
perialist liberation struggles world-over.

In India all those who dreamt of an independent India and 
survived to see it happen were jubilant and despite gloom 
due to communal violence celebrated this amazing day 
with great passion. However, there was one organization, 
RSS and its foot-soldiers who were not celebrating the 
birth of a democratic-secular India but mourning its birth.

DENIGRATION OF THE TRICOLOUR ON THE 
EVE OF INDEPENDENCE

August 15, 1947- When Indians Were 
Celebrating Independence, RSS Was Mourning

 Shamsul Islam
RSS was ruthless in condemning the national Flag, the 
Tricolour which symbolized the united heroic freedom 
struggle for an inclusive India. On the eve of independence 
the RSS mouth-piece, Organizer, in its issue dated August 
14, 1947, rejected this choice in the following harsh 
words:

“The people who have come to power by the kick of fate 
may give may give in our hands the tricolor but it will 
never be respected and owned by Hindus. The word 
three is in itself an evil, and a flag having three colours will 
certainly produce a very bad psychological effect and is 
injurious to a country.”¬

RSS REJECTED DEMOCRATIC-SECULAR INDIA 
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JNU’S UMAR KHALID HAS NARROW ESCAPE, 
ASSSILANTS GUN JAMS 

ON THE EVE OF INDEPENDENCE

The RSS organ Organizer in the same issue (14 August, 
1947) rejected the whole concept of a composite nation 
in an editorial titled ‘Whither’:

“Let us no longer allow ourselves to be influenced by false 
notions of nationhood. Much of the mental confusion and 
the present and future troubles can be removed by the 
ready recognition of the simple fact that in Hindusthan 
only the Hindus form the nation and the national 
structure must be built on that safe and solid foundation, 
the nation itself must be built up of Hindus, on Hindu 
traditions, culture, ideas and aspirations…”

Thus Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis 
and Indians following other religions were ousted from 
the Indian nationhood.

RSS REJECTED DEMOCRATIC-SECULAR CONSTI-
TUTION OF INDIA

The Constituent Assembly of India (CA) on November 
26, 1949 adopted a model democratic-secular Constitu-
tion for India which was lauded nationally and internation-
ally.

However, there was one significant exception. The 
Hindutva camp led by RSS which had consciously denigrat-
ed the anti-British freedom struggle mourned this historic 
achievement too. Three days after the CA passed Consti-
tution the RSS’ English organ, Organizer on November 
30, 1949, in an editorial, rejected it and demanded the 
archaic, anti-egalitarian’ Manusmriti, as the  constitution. 
It read:

“But in our Constitution, there is no mention of the 
unique constitutional development in ancient Bharat. 
Manu’s Laws were written long before Lycurgus of Sparta 
or Solon of Persia. To this day, his laws as enunciated in 
the Manusmriti excite the admiration of the world and the 
world and elicit spontaneous obedience and conformity. 
But tour constitutional pundits that means nothing”.

It is to be noted that Manusmriti decrees a sub-human 
status to Sudras and women.

The tragedy of the present democratic-secular polity of 
India is that an organization which openly declared its 
hatred for the former is ruling India thus presenting the 
gravest threat to India from within.

New Delhi: In what appears to be an assassination attempt in the heart of the 
capital, Umar Khalid, student leader from JNU who was arrested on sedition 
charges in February 2016, narrowly escaped death when a man tried to shoot 
at him on Monday. He escaped unhurt.

Khalid and his friends had gathered at the Constitution Club for a discussion 
on mob lynchings and minority alienation under the Narendra Modi regime on 
13th August afternoon when he was attacked by an unidentified man carrying 
a pistol.

For the last few days, Khalid has been mobilising people on social media to join 

the discussion organised by the civil 
society group United Against Hate. 
The discussion was supposed to 
focus on eyewitnesses from Rajast-
han, Haryana and western Uttar 
Pradesh who saw Hindutva mobs 
beating up Muslim persons in the 
name of cow protection.

Former JNU student Banojyotsna 
Lahiri was by Khalid’s side at the time 
of the attack, minutes before the 
event was to start. She said Khalid 
and three of his friends, including 
her, were having tea when a person 
pulled Khalid by his shirt collar to the 
ground. “The man lost his balance 
too when Khalid fell to the ground. 
Soon, the person stuck his pistol on 
Khalid’s stomach, seeing which 
Khalid pushed him. Another friend 
Shariq and I then pushed him further. 
The attacker then started to run the 
other side,” she told The Wire.

“In the meantime, I escorted Khalid 
towards the Constitution Club gates. 
I came back again to see where 
Shariq was, as he had chased the 
attacker. But I soon heard a ‘bang’ 
sound and thought it was a gun fire,” 
she said, adding that she was not 
sure whether the gunfire was aimed 
at Shariq or not. 
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As IIT Bombay students, we are proud that this institution 
has now stepped in its Diamond Jubilee year and has 
occupied a prominent place among the other well-known 
institutes of learning in this world. However, invitation of 
Mr. Narendra Modi, the prime minister of India, as a guest 
of honour in the convocation of this year, has raised some 
concerns among several students which we would like to 
share with the larger body of students, academicians and 
people in general. We would like to question the contribu-
tion of the ruling government, whose head is PM Naren-
dra Modi, in higher education and in other vital social 
issues affecting the social harmony and fundamental rights 
of a substantial section of the Indian population. Visit of 
politicians and ministers is not new for academic institu-
tions, but, the motive behind this is also a matter of 
concern. whereas nobody would be stopping the Prime 
minister from entering the campus, or delivering his 
speech,  there are questions, which we would like to raise 
here. There are the issues which affect even the privileged 
students in IITs as well as the other students from more 
neglected institutions . Such issues should at least be 
raised, if not addressed by the authorities.Let us begin 
with the question of poor public expenditure in higher 
education.

Expenditure of the Indian government in education is 
abysmally low, and it is almost negligible in higher educa-
tion, compared to many other countries. Budgetary 
expenditure in higher education is in a steep decline for 
the last few years as more and more private universities 
are coming up and public universities are compelled to 
hike their fees, leading a large number of students to 
difficulties and forcing many out of higher education.

Public Expenditure in Higher Education in India (Kundu,P. 
2017: Education Budget lacks imagination, Economic and 
Political Weekly. Vol. LII. No.27)

This ever declining public expenditure in education, is 
making us question the higher education policy of the 
ruling government, and naturally we wonder, whether Mr. 

Modi  wants higher education for all, or whether he is 
promoting the Brahmanical idea of education only for a 
few people, belonging to upper caste and upper class 
backgrounds. Even out of this limited education budget, 
the share of the IIT’s alone is more than half. Academia in 
social sciences is facing acute shortage of funds. We fear, 
scraping of Non-NET fellowship in central universities or 
scraping of GOI-PMS scholarship (for SC, ST and OBC 
students) in TISS,are just the beginning. Further fee hike 
and scraping of scholarships are expected if the present 
system is allowed to continue. Of course, the worst suffer-
ers would be the underprivileged students coming from 
non-upper caste backgrounds. Already the General 
Financial Rules (GFR) of the MHRD and UGC are about to 
be implemented in the central universities, and if these 
rules are implemented, a substantial expenditure of the 
central universities has to be raised from the fees paid by 
the students.This will automatically lead to fee hike. Is it 
wrong for us to question, what happens to the state 
universities? Is it wrong to think this to be an attack on the 
entire academic community of the country in general? 
Incidentally IIT Bombay has already complied with GFR 
and recently a massive fee hike was announced. This is 
true in every other institutions despite how privileged 
they are. Shouldn’t we ask here what happens to the 
students who are not able to meet this increased financial 
burden of higher education without economic assistance 
from the state?  Why shouldn’t we ask that this abysmally 
low budget in public education be raised immediately, and 
education be made inclusive?

The next set of concerns obviously arises with the HECI 
Bill (Higher Education Committee of India Bill), which is 
proposed to replace the University Grants Commission 
(UGC),  the main body regulating funds given to the 
institutes of higher education. Since the power to control 
funds will remain with the MHRD under the new act and 
HECI will have the power to punish or even shut down 
any institution which will not meet its guidelines,as 
researchers and students we suspect this to be an attack 
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on the autonomy of the universities. Also without grants, 
the universities are expected to repay the ‘loans’ they 
have taken from the MHRD, which will automatically lead 
to further hike in fees, making the higher education spaces 
exclusionary for students. Already specialized centres like 
Centres for Study of Social Exclusion or Centres for 
Women studies, which deal with social exclusion and raise 
criticisms are dissolved in universities like JNU and TISS. 
HECI can regulate this to a far greater extent and totally 
curb the autonomies of the universities in selecting which 
courses they are willing to offer. Will it be wrong for us to 
question the prime minister  why his government is hell 
bent on destroying the educational institutions of this 
country? Will it be wrong for us to ask, why the govern-
ment is scared of higher education and freedom of 
teachers and students in selecting what they want to 
study?

The next very important concern is that of employment. 
Despite our privileged status as students of IIT Bombay, 
we are indeed concerned about the falling rate of employ-
ment across the country. The government has managed to 
create very little number of jobs over the last few 
years.The employment generation speed faced a six-year 
low in 2015 as only 135,000 new jobs were created 
compared to 421,000 jobs in 2014 and 419,000 in 2013, as 
per a quarterly industrial survey conducted by the Labour 
Bureau under the Labour Ministry.Jobs in the IT sector 
have dwindled to 1.5 lakh annual recruitments from over 
3 lakh recruitments in previous years. After a survey 
conducted by job site Naukri.com, the report said, “The 
overall job market saw an 11 percent fall in new jobs, with 
IT-software industry most hit. IT-Software industry was 
hit the most with a 24 percent decline in hiring in April as 
compared to April 2016.” Besides,as per Labour bureau 

figures, India added just 1.35 lakh jobs in eight labour-inten-
sive sectors in 2015, compared to 9.3 lakh jobs that were 
created in 2011. Whereas recruitment in government 
sector is almost negligible and employment in other 
sectors are falling, we are rightfully concerned about the 
validity of the entire ‘Make in India’ narrative and how 
much it actually guarantees. Without presence of any 
reservation for SC/ ST or OBC candidates in the private 
sector, more than 50 % of the Indian population with 
higher education, are likely to be pushed out of the job 
market as well.  The prime minister is expected to answer 
for this exclusion in the employment sector.

As researchers and students, we believe that academia is 
not something disconnected from the society. We 
condemn all the hate crimes happening across the country 
in name of religion, caste, ethnicity and race. Somehow, 
the ruling government has found out a way to defend or 
be silent about most of such occurring. As we write this, 
we condemn the rape and murder women across the 
country, particularly of those, who were targeted because 
of their Dalit, tribal or Muslim identities. We question 
how the perpetrators of such heinous crime could get all 
solidarity from the ruling party. We condemn all the atroci-
ties committed on Dalits and Muslims over the last few 
years in the name of religion and aggressive upper caste 
pride. We question how beef becomes so important an 
issue that living human being could be killed for it, and the 
murderer would get perfect impunity from the state. We 
question how the government could so easily decide who 
is a citizen and who is not on basis of their religious identi-
ties. But finally we would like to question Mr. Modi’s 
silence on all these issues. As a prime minister, we demand 
that he takes a positive stand and condemn all the hate 
crimes committed and supported by his party members.

Raipur 16 August 2018 : A seminar on “Secularism : 
Present Challenges” was held under Asgar Ali Engineer 
Memorial lecture, jointly organized by Vimarsh and Peace 
Raipur on 11th August 2018 on the occasion of the martyr-
dom day of Shaheed Khudiram Bose. Well known thinker, 
litterateur, convener of CSSS Mumbai and editor of Indian 
Journal of Secularism Irfan Engineer gave the key note 
address. The seminar was presided over by Shri Lalit 
Surjan, Chief Editor of Deshbandhu Newspaper Group. A 
book “Babri Masjid : 25 Years On…” was released on this 
occasion, which is edited by Samina Dalwai, Ramu Ramana-
than and Irfan Engineer. Renowned Communist thinker 
Vinod Mubai now settled in the USA, Neha Dabhade, 
Assistant Director of Centre for Study of Society and 
Secularism and Akhilesh Edgar, social activist from Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh also shared their views on secularism and 
challenges in the seminar. Young girls from Kota Slum of 
Raipur city, presented two people’s songs named “Dost 
mere mazhabi nagmat” and “Tod tod ke bandhano ko” 
composed by Adam Gondvi. Under the direction of Yog 
Mishra and banner of Abhinat institute, a poem turned 

“Seminar On Secularism: and Present Challenges”
Mob Lynching is a National Crime: Irfan Engineer

Irfan Engineer
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play by Adam Gondvi was presented by actor Sanjeev 
Mukherjee in the program. People’s songs were presented 
by Mamta Sahu, Anita Yadav, Divya Sahu, Neetu Chauhan, 
Sanju Chauhan, Anisha Choubey, Kumari Yadav and Kirti 
Yadav. A large number of cultural activists, intellectuals, 
youth, students and activists from social organizations 
were present in the seminar.

In his keynote address, Irfan Ali Engineer said that, a 
chapter in black on intolerance, in the history of India was 
written after the planned incident of demolition of the 
Babri Masjid in 1992. We felt proud on our Ganga Jamuni 
and Shared Martyrdom and Shared Heritage cultures in 
the whole world, but this incident of demolition made us 
hang our heads in shame. British imperialism had put 
forward the idea of hindu and muslim nationalism to divert 
the struggle of independence and had conspiringly 
implemented the divide and rule policy right after 1857. 
To fulfill this schema, the feudal, casteist, nawabs, kings, 
and landowning classes assisted the British. The common 
masses believed in the ideas of equality, liberty and broth-
erhood. Due to the religion based idea of nationalism, 
partition of the country took place. British imperialism 
played an important role in establishing the RSS and the 
Muslim League. Philosophies of Buddha, Kabir and 
Charvak are Indian and not foreign values, but the RSS 
never speaks of them. Based on the philosophy of the 
great philosophers a constitution based on the idea of 
equality and rationality is written. A dual between two 
ideas of an India based on religion and India based on 
values of rationality, tolerance and equality is going on 
since a long time. Brahmin Manu supporting thoughts are 
behind all anti-national charges drawn against the Muslims. 
Today mob lynching has become a new form of communal 
violence. It is a national crime. Such cases of violence are 
continuously increasing in the country. The fascist forces 
are trying to divert people’s attention from basic issues 

and want to win elections by communal polarization of 
masses. This is a direct attack on our democracy. To fight 
against violence we need to unite and save the cultures of 
Buddha, Kabeer, Lokayat and Charvak.

From the seat of president, Shri Lalit Surjan said that 
capitalism intends to grab all the resources present in the 
world. We read less so there are more myths. In Rigveda 
music is discussed and god worship is absent. Indian civiliza-
tion is very developed but sadly thoughtlessness is increas-
ing and spreading in India. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
raised the slogan, “Give me your blood, and I will give you 
freedom”; this slogan has now been altered to “Give me 
the chair, and I will give you alms.” We are divided among 
ourselves and the country is being driven to sleep by 
singing sweet lullabies and injecting religion. Fooling the 
countrymen in the name of religion began when an idol of 
Lord Ganesha started drinking milk miraculously in a 
temple in Maharashtra. He said, our constitution is the 
most beautifully written book in the world and we should 
adhere to it and stop believing on rumors and fake messag-
es being circulated on the social media.

Vinod Mubai cherished the memories of his fast friend and 
upholder of secularism late Asgar Ali Engineer. He said 
that the staunch supporters of hindutva settled in America 
, work hand in hand with the sangh parivar in India. After 
the demolition of the Babri Masjid, the communal forces 
started receiving funds from foreign countries. For the last 
25 years the sangh parivar is continuously receiving funds 
from America, which is being used to destroy our Ganga 
Jamuni culture.

Neha Dabhade elaborated on the subject of brutal effect 
of communal violence on the lives of women. She empha-
sized that we need to unite in order to protect our secular 
values, as it is our life. Alike fascism in Germany and Hitler 
the father of Nazism, the sangh parivar also wants to limit 



Of the 3.09 crore (2011 Census) inhabitants of Assam, 
40 Lakh people have been removed from the National 
Citizen Registry. Denial of citizenship of 13% of the 
population to ensure employment, health and educa-
tion of the remaining 87% is thus something illogical. 
Due to the partition, places like Karimganj with a 
Muslim majority found themselves in India with a wide 
range of their relatives remaining in erstwhile East 
Pakistan, thereby making migration inevitable. Moreo-
ver, not only Muslims (alleged to be Bangladeshi 

immigrants), but Hindu Bengalis, Rajbangshis and even 
Assamese (bearing similar surnames as Bengalis) have 
also been removed. The working class owing to our 
history of partition politics cannot be expected to bear 
all the necessary 'historical' documents required to 
ensure their name in the register; a step favored to 
forcefully implement cheap labor. Owing to such 
characteristics, NRC can be considered a blueprint of a 
saffronized fascist agenda. A united resistance is the call 
of the hour.

women to the areas like producing babies, kitchen work 
etc. and wants them to follow the patriarchal values.

Akhilesh Edgar said that the number of minorities in Chhat-
tisgarh is less than 6 percentage , but they have come 
under the target of communal fascist forces in the past 
four years. Analyzing data he mentioned that more attacks 

on Christians than Muslims have increased in the state. 
Even the incident of Patthalgadi was linked with the 
Christians, but it is a well known fact that Patthalgadi is an 
old tradition of the adivasis.

Ravindra, Vimarsh/Peace, Raipur
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Extend all assistance to affected people including 
participating in the ongoing relief efforts - CPI (ML) Red 
Star calls to all Party comrades and friends 

Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, parts of Karnataka and many other areas, especially 
most of Kerala is facing acute problems due to unprecedented rains, floods and natural calami-
ties. Hundreds have already died and tens of thousands of families are shifted to relief camps. 
These are mostly the consequences of climate change following ecological destruction. While 
long term solution needs serious stock taking and rectification, urgently our party comrades and 
friends should extend all assistance to affected people including participating in the ongoing relief 
efforts

K N Ramachandran

General Secretary, CPI (ML) Red Star


