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In 2021 we have seen an extreme development of the 
transition of ongoing environmental crisis into a global 
environmental disaster. Heat waves with record heat and 
forest fi res, droughts on the one hand and record storms 
with fl oods and landslides on the other, have extreme 
consequences for the masses. The glaciers at North and 
South poles and Greenland ice is melting faster than ever 
before.

Hundreds of people have died in the fl oods all over the 
world, but for the fi rst time to this extent also in Europe. 
Thousands have lost their homes, whole villages and 
districts have been razed to the ground.
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Heat waves in North America, the Mediterranean and Asia 
are killing people, causing forest fi res and droughts.

The alternation of extreme heat and drought and extreme 
storms accelerates erosion, destroys valuable arable land 
and thus the livelihood of farmers and ultimately the food 
basis of humanity.

As a consequence of this crisis - following the break out of 
the SARS virus and the MERS - the more serious Covid19 
pandemic is creating havoc at global level, with the threats 
of more disastrous viruses in future, threatening the 
existence of humanity on the earth.  �

Global and regional environmental 
disasters call for basic system change, 
not catastrophic crisis management 

International Coordination of Revolutionary Parties & Organizations

ICOR resolution for the International International Day of Struggle to 
Save the Environment on 6 November! Let us develop the environmental 
struggle! Let us demand a societal change of the environmental movement! 

Clean-up work in Ahrweiler (city in 
Germany) after the fl ood disaster
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We are experiencing extreme events worldwide this year 
in the wake of the looming climate catastrophe. This is 
not a one-off “event of the century”, but an indication that 
the transition to a global environmental catastrophe is 
progressing. The international supermonopolies are the 
main perpetrators of this development. Important tipping 
points have already been passed and thus a qualitative 
leap towards ecological catastrophe has been initiated. 
Like all previous agreements the Paris Agreement has 
also defi nitely failed. The so-called “climate neutrality” is a 
perverse commerce of rights to pollute. 

Just as ruthlessly as the international monopolies are 
shifting the burdens of the world economic and fi nancial 
crisis onto the working class, the broad masses and national 
budgets, they are also shifting the burdens of the global 
environmental crisis. The refusal of the rulers to solve this 
pressing problem for the whole human life is turning more 
and more people against capitalism. “System change – not 
climate change!” became the slogan of the Fridays for 
Future movement. But in order to get a real perspective, 
it has to be clarifi ed that this system change can only 
consist in overcoming imperialism in a revolutionary way 
and building an alternative path of sustainable, egalitarian 
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Stefan Engel

THE CRISIS OF BOURGEOIS IDEOLOGY 
AND OF ANTICOMMUNISM

Stefan Engel
CATASTROPHE ALERT!
What is To Be Done Against the Willful Destruction 
of the Unity of Humanity and Nature?

development with all powers to the people which many 
ICOR organizations associate with achieving socialism 
by struggle world wide. This is why there are attempts 
to exclude revolutionary forces from the environmental 
movement with anti-communist orientation. Only a socialist 
society can restore the unity of humanity and nature in a 
sustainable way!

The most advanced struggles often develop where workers’ 
and environmental struggles combine. In Latin America 
broad masses of the population are uniting in the struggle 
against privatization of water resources, of sewage systems, 
of drinking water and against its pollution. In Colombia the 
union of the struggle of the miners of El Cerrejón against 
layoffs with the struggle of the indigenous people against 
the environmental destruction caused by open-pit mining 
were important struggles. There are similar examples at 
global level. Consciously promoting this unity is the task 
of the international Marxist-Leninist and working-class 
movement. ICOR has worked systematically on this since 
its foundation in 2010. The ICOR will also discuss how the 
ICOR and its member organizations will further develop 
the worldwide struggle against the threatening global 
environmental catastrophe. This will be an important 
impulse for the further development of the environmental 
movement as a whole. 

Forward with turning the environmental movement to a 
worldwide mass movement!
Forward with the unity of the workers’ and environmental 
movements!
Forward with the ICOR!
Forward with building socialism all over the world, which 
only opens the path of sustainable, egalitarian development 
in the unity of humanity and nature!

(31 out of 62 ICOR member organizations have signed this resolution so far.)
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Justi� ably, more and more people are losing con� dence in the ruling 
politi cians. Bourgeois ideology has lost its appeal and is deep in crisis. 
An ideological battle over interpretation and conclusions has broken out. 
This book follows the conviction that the time is ripe for an ideological 
o� ensive of scienti� c socialism.

Because the main causes of the catastrophic environmental crisis today 
lie in the capitalist pro� t economy, the environmental question requires 
a society-changing struggle. The book gives courage to take up the � ght 
against the destruction of the environment. It belongs in the hands of every 
person who cares about the future of humanity.


